INTRODUCTION

    The Australian feature film, where Australian fictional storytelling was presented and made by local producers, was a development that came after baby steps were taken in the first fifteen years of cinema. Film exhibition began in about August 1894
 when the theatrical entrepreneur J.C. Williamson secured the Australian rights to the American Thomas Edison 35mm film viewer, known as the kinetoscope, from which all subsequent motion picture invention was derived
. The kinetoscope allowed one viewer at a time to watch a loop of film of about fifteen minutes
 in length. Foreign material was seen at the premiere of the instrument in Sydney on November 30, 1894. This predates what is considered the cinema’s first commercial show by the Lumière brothers in Paris on December 28, 1895
, although Louis Lumière admitted that his work had been preceded by Edison, whose work had appeared in Paris two years previously.

    The kinetoscope traveled Australia for two years, and in September 1896, the Lumière Company cameraman Maurice
 Sestier came to Australia. Sestier had met Australian photographer H. Walter Barnett in Bombay
 where Sestier had been stationed. Dissatisfied with the films being made by the company in India, Sestier
 planned to make films with Barnett. At this time local audiences had an interest in seeing non-fictional documentary footage
, much like the audiences in Britain and on the Continent. Announcements had been made by others that footage of the 1896 Melbourne Cup would be made, but did not come to fruition. Then, on October 25
, Sestier and Barnett filmed the short Arrival of Ferry Brighton at Manly on a Sunday Afternoon
, claimed to be the first confirmable Australian footage shot
. It was exhibited on October 27 at Sydney’s “Salon Lumiere.” On October 31, the pair did shoot the Flemington VRC Derby race in Melbourne, and on November 3, they also shot the Melbourne Cup in ten films. These were exhibited at Melbourne’s Princess Theatre on November 19
, and over the next two months Sestier and Barnett also showed the other shorts they had filmed in Sydney.

    The first totally local filmmakers were E.J. Thwaites and R.W. Harvie, who from February to March 1897 filmed in Melbourne, and their footage was screened in Tasmania. Their subsequent footage of Ballarat, Victoria, Street Scene on Jubilee Day and Chinese Procession, was screened on June 2
, and their Traffic at the Corner of Swanston and Bourke Streets was the first Mel​bourne street scene to receive a theatrical exhibition on September 15.

    Thwaites and Harvie would later film the Melbourne Caulfield Cup race on October 16. This was the first film to be shown on the same day it was filmed, a phenomenon they would repeat with the VRC Derby on October 30, the Melbourne Cup race on November 2, and England vs. NSW at the Sydney Cricket Ground around December 16
. The pair are also said to have filmed the cricketers in Melbourne shortly afterward. The Salvation Army Limelight Department also filmed Melbourne Street Scene on about October 9.

    Footage of events in other states
 also appeared the same year, with Sydneysiders Baker and Rouse shooting
 three local films on cameras
 formerly used by Maurice Sestier
 in May. Mark Blow shot in September the first of forty shorts he would make over the next year for his “Polytechnic” film venue, including his own coverage of the Melbourne Cup (which Baker and Rouse are also said to have filmed). Queensland footage was reportedly shot in September by G. Boivin and titled Lunchtime Traffic in Queen Street, Brisbane
, although there is no evidence that the latter
 received an exhibition. On about May 11, 1899, the earliest known film was shot in South Australia
 of the embarkation of Salvation Army founder William Booth from Largs Bay aboard [to page 4]
�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Film exhibition began, as stated 2 sentences later, on 30 November 1894.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Utter rubbish.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� The loop ran through in about 20 seconds.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Max and Emil Skladanowsky gave “the cinema’s first commercial show” on 1 November 1895 in Berlin.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Sestier’s first name is “Marius”. It is hard to believe that in a book published in 2012 “Maurice” is still used, especially when Chris Long’s Cinema Papers articles are included in the list of references. Unfortunately, so is one of Eric Reade’s books, with the wrong forename.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Further nonsense via Reade that has been proved wrong. Barnett did not leave Australia in 1896.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� This is a new and original invention! Sestier himself was supposed to make films in India for the company.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Local audiences had an interest in seeing any footage: this was new technology and “animated photographs” of any subject drew the crowds. Besides, there were comic films in Sestier’s collection.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Probable date of filming, but it could have been a week earlier (on October 18).


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� The usual title is Passengers Leaving s.s. Brighton, at Manly, Sunday Afternoon.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� It may not have been: there is a high probability that Patineur grotesque was the first motion picture shot in Australia.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Only one of the films was shown on this date.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� The films were shot on 22 June 1897.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� What evidence for this?


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Australia was a collection of colonies at the time; there weren’t states until Federation.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Who shot the films is not reported; Baker and Rouse did the processing of the films.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Most likely there was only one camera.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Where the camera came from is not specified in source documents.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� How was there a “title” if there is no evidence the film was ever screened?


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� What is the former?


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� “the earliest known film to have been shot in South Australia was”.





